
F E A T U R E

F or Matt Payne and Kermit Hem-
mert, starting their own business 
was something that just made sense. 
Both of them were not only veterans, 

but coworkers in the same industry. Payne 
had served honorably in the Marines with 
the 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance, and 
Hemmert served as a Naval Flight O!cer 
for 10 years as part of the VP-26 Tridents. 
"e two of them met while working 
together for ExxonMobil and spent a lot of 
time together on assignments in places like 
Qatar, Nigeria, and Papua New Guinea. 
“On our last assignment together, we had a 
regular three-hour round-trip commute to a 
remote well pad in the jungle of Papua New 
Guinea,” shares Payne. “We loved the com-
plexity of construction as well as the idea of 
running our own business, and it was during 
those dusty and bumpy rides that we solidi-
#ed the backbone of our business plan.”

Hemmert’s ties to the Chattanooga area 
were strong, so when the pair decided to 
really commit to starting their business, the 
Scenic City was the natural choice of loca-
tion; and thus, KANE Industries, LLC, was 
established. A licensed general contractor 
and a licensed heavy construction contrac-

tor, the business aims to serve the Chat-
tanooga community and its surrounding 
areas. “We provide 25 years of experience 
in proven safe, on-cost, and on-schedule 
delivery of service and construction-related 
activities in industrial, commercial, heavy 
construction, and residential scopes of 
work,” Payne tells us. “We love being here 
and are excited by the endless possibilities 
that Chattanooga and Tennessee provide.”

According to Payne, his and Hemmert’s 
respective backgrounds have signi#cantly 
shaped the way that they do business. 
With a past that includes village gun 
#ghts and earthquakes as well as projects 
to build roads and water sources for com-
munities, prioritizing site safety so that 
everyone can go home without incident 
to their families at the end of each day is 
something that’s very important to KANE 
Industries’ operations. “At the core of our 
business, we love keeping people safe, 
as well as solving challenging problems, 
meeting or exceeding the customer's ex-
pectations, and solid #nancial returns on 
our hard work,” says Payne. “Overall, we 
love being a part of something larger than 
ourselves.”
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